Short Term Reh‘ié.l YI:nlféormation Sheet

What defines a short term rental?
> A short term rental is defined as rental less than the 30 days. This can be
owner occupied or non-owner occupied.

What are the current barriers facing the short term rental industry?
» Currently our cities zoning does not allow for these business in single
multifamily residential zones. Also, in the State of Washington business are
required to install sprinkler systems.

If I operate a short term rental, why may there be a requirement for installation
of sprinklers?
> It was found under the International Residential Code (IRC) R101.2, rentals less
than 30 days with five or less bedrooms must install sprinklers to legally
operate in the State of Washington. Cities are required to enforce this provision
and are under no authority to change or lessen the restriction. However,
Councilman Allen is pursuing a state amendment to the code.

What would be the cost of sprinklers?
» Initial cost estimates are between $3,000- $6,500, however costs are subject to

change depending on size of the home and amount of bedrooms for rent.

How does this affect Bed and Breakfast operators?
> Because these businesses are already established, no new requirements will be
imposed.

Why hasn’t best practices been from other states and or cities?

» Many states are placing a restriction on this industry and that is a route the
City of Spokane and a citizen stakeholder group has chosen not to pursue. The
states that do allow short term rentals have different zoning in place that allows
the practice and are not under the 2012 International Residential Code that
requires the installation of sprinklers.

What are the current steps in place to allow short term rentals in the City of Spokane?
> From May to October of 2014, a stakeholder group comprised of industry
representatives from the bed and breakfast industry, hotel /motel association,
neighborhood advocates, city staff and short term rental operators meet to
discuss a pathway to compliance. Draft recommendations are now going
through the public process and can be found on the City of Spokane website
under “City Council”. All citizen feedback is welcomed and appreciated.

Questions contact Rae-Lynn Barden, Legislative Assistant to Councilman Allen 625-6715 or at rbarden@spokanecity.org
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